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GIRLS MISSIONARY AUXILIARY

The Girls’ Auxiliary of the Baptist Missionary Society began in Glasgow in 1903 at a time when girls were seeking their own way of supporting and developing their own ideals of service. With encouragement from BMS headquarters in London, a meeting of girls from the Glasgow churches was arranged and a committee representing 16 churches was formed, the President, Treasurer and Secretary were all daughters of Scottish Baptist Union Presidents.

Almost immediately the committee held a Sale of Work and the proceeds, £45, were given to BMS for the support of an Indian orphan girl. In 1905 GA began in Edinburgh and the organisation soon spread not only to other parts of Scotland but also throughout England and into Wales.

The Chapel’s Girls’ Missionary’ Auxiliary met on Tuesday evenings from 1905 onward, as described below. When the original members grew older, they formed the Ladies’ Missionary Auxiliary (see it separately). In 1916 a Junior Girls' Missionary Auxiliary was started as well.  

On 21 October 1905, under the leadership of Mrs Joseph Kemp, the first meeting of the Girls' Missionary Auxiliary was held in the home of Mrs Andrew Urquhart to pray and work for Foreign Missions.   There is a reference to the Girls’ Auxiliary (not called ‘Missionary’ there, but it was the same) in the Handbook of April 1906, page 22. Membership was then 45, and the young women met every Tuesday evening from 7 p.m. to 9, to make useful articles that were sent abroad. 
Two years later, Mrs. Urquhart reported, ‘The Girls' Missionary Auxiliary meets for two hours weekly on Tuesdays and a busier and more attractive hive of industry you could not wish to see. Their chief business is the making of garments for women and children in some corner of the mission field. At present, they send their gifts to two stations, one in India and one in China, and the grateful letters received from the missionaries show how their efforts are appreciated.’ It was not long before they were to widen considerably their sphere of interest, and help missionaries from Charlotte Chapel in all parts of the world.

As they grew older, the original Girls' Missionary Auxiliary became the Women's Missionary Auxiliary. In 1916 a Junior Girls' Missionary Auxiliary was started to interest teenagers.   It met every other Saturday, with about thirty girls from ten to seventeen years of age.   Their work was original and enterprising. Determined to raise £10 each year to support a native indigenous teacher in the China Inland Mission, they decided to do this by trading. Each girl was given 6d to lay out to the best of her ability. One girl, a regular attender and a real missionary at heart, used her 6d to make lavender bags for sale. Called suddenly into the presence of her Lord, she left among her belongings the sum of £1:14: 9d, made from her lavender bags.

Very early they decided to support a little girl called Suhira in the Baptist Missionary Society Boarding School at Barissal in India. For twelve years she was a real friend to both of the Auxiliaries and kept them informed of her life. Then came her parting letter. ‘I do not think I shall have an opportunity of writing you a letter again. When I think about this I feel very sad.   I shall not be here in the New Year as I am getting married. I shall never forget you and all the things you have done for me. Pray for me that I may do my new work well and that I may always remember to keep close to God’.
From then on the Girls' Auxiliary supported a cot in the Edinburgh Medical Missionary Society Hospital at Damascus, in which their own member, Dr. Margaret Thomas, was working. They thus established the close link of that hospital with Charlotte Chapel and were particularly interested in the little girl of Syrian parentage whom Mrs. Thomas herself adopted.

The GIRLS' MISSIONARY AUXILIARY continues to meet for two hours weekly, and a busier and more attractive hive of industry you could not wish to see.  All ‘mere men’ are excluded from its happy meetings, but once or twice I have been honoured with an invitation to address them, and I can therefore bear first-hand testimony to the excellent work they are doing. Their chief business is the making of garments for the women and children in some corner of the mission field. At present they send their gifts to two stations, one in India and one in China, and the grateful letters they receive from the missionaries show that their efforts are appreciated.

The Second Annual Meeting was held on Tuesday 28th May 1907, with the Pastor presiding. The Treasurer's and Secretary's reports were submitted. There had been twenty-nine meetings over the winter, a few more than in the previous year, because they had started earlier in the autumn. The average attendance was twenty. As well as making garments, the girls read a missionary book during their evening meetings. The aim of the Auxiliary was ‘to foster a spirit of prayer and love for those who are bound by the fetters of caste, superstition and ignorance’. The garments made had reached India and China and had been acknowledged, the former with a comment of ‘how much the undergarments and little red frocks are appreciated’. The Auxiliary also sent money for the support of one little girl in India, "Patal" and corresponded with her (letters having to be translated). The Auxiliary was linked with the Girls' Auxiliary of Edinburgh, whose president met Patal on a visit to India. On resuming on Tuesday 15 October 1907, they moved the time of the meeting to 7.30 to 9.30, as more convenient.
 

ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1907

The sewing work of the girls is this year being devoted to a new hospital for women in China and for the boarding-school in Barisal, India, both in connection with our Baptist Missionary Society. But besides this, the girls have been able, out of their weekly gifts, to adopt an Indian orphan and provide for her maintenance and education at Barisal. This young lady's name is Miss Patal.  No ‘mere man’ is permitted to take part in the work of the Auxiliary.

The 1908 Annual Meeting was held in the Chapel on Monday 25 May at 8 p.m., when the garments made during the session was displayed and missionary addresses were given. ‘These articles are sent to different mission fields, and the exhibition must not be confounded with a sale of work or bazaar, with which things we have no sympathy’.

ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1908 - A Year's Work at Charlotte Chapel. By the Secretary.

Under Miss Louisa Clarke's leadership this meeting continues its good work.  Several new members have been added to the Roll and the interest is deepening.  The girls are at present engaged making garments for the women and children connected with a Mission Hospital in India.  While engaged in their sewing, a book is read bearing on Mission work.  The girls also contribute, out of their weekly offerings, to the maintenance and education of Patal, an Indian orphan girl, and towards the support of a Bible-woman at our Indian Mission Station.  The meetings are held every Tuesday evening from 7-30 to 9, and any girl who is free these evenings will get a hearty welcome from the happy band.

Resumed in November 1908, Miss Clarke as Convener, in Upper Vestry, Tuesday evenings at 7.30. Closed in June 1909 – Annual Meeting and annual public display of work held on Thursday 7 October. Two speakers. Goods displayed are not for sale but are sent to mission field.
 

ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1909 - The Year's Work at Charlotte Chapel.

The leadership of this Auxiliary has devolved upon Mrs Gordon. The membership is 28 with an average attendance of 19 and the interest of the girls is well maintained.  During the evening the girls are engaged in making garments for a Mission Hospital in India, and also for the support of a Biblewoman on our Indian Village Station.  Miss Tindell is secretary, and Miss Steele holds the purse.  During the year £5 has been subscribed to foreign missions.  (Record 1910, p. 35)

Annual Meeting in October 1909.  Display of articles.  Details of two addresses. Kemp presided.  Financial details. (Record 1909, p. 161).

Closed for session on Tuesday 31st May 1910. Display on Thursday 2nd June and address by missionary. (Record 1910, pp. 68, 97)

Resumed for winter 1911, in room in Synod Hall. Annual display of work on Thursday 8 November, when the collection was much below the usual amount – appeal for more. (Record 1911, p. 178)

Resumed for winter 1912 on first Tuesday of November; display at the Monthly Missionary Meeting on Monday 4th November – liberal collection. (Record 1912, p. 163, 177)

Closing meeting of 1912- 1913 session, on May 5 in Lower Hall, when garments made by the ladies for the mission field were on exhibition, is entitled Ladies’ Missionary Auxiliary. (Record 1913, p. 82)

Details of programme for winter 1913 at Record 1913, p. 178, with support for named individuals in China, Congo and India, where one of the girls is supported by the Auxiliary. Two missionaries spoke at the opening meeting.

Annual Report for 1913, by the Church Secretary, (Record 1914, p. 36.)

THE GIRLS' MISSIONARY Auxiliary, &c - The Girls' Missionary Auxiliary, the Bible Class for young men, conducted by Mr. Curr; the Young People's Meeting, the Children's work, and the Saturday Evening services, are, each in their own way, by their own methods, doing excellent and fruitful work for the Master.  We can ask no better for these agencies than that they con​tinue as they have hitherto done, except that they make their past successes stepping-stone to still greater achievements.

Annual Meeting, Monday 4 May 1914, display of work and two speakers. Resumed for tea on Tuesday 6 October, fifty present, both Laura Gray and Jean Scott spoke. (Record 1914, pp. 82, 161.)

Annual Report for 1914, by the Church Secretary, (Record 1915, p. 39.)

Best year so far. Attendance twice as large as any previous. Large supply of garments for Mission Stations and Hospitals.

Special gathering (details) on 18 January 1915. Closed for season on Tuesday 26 April, 1915,with tea, talks, etc.   – excellent memories. Annual Show of Work on Monday 3 May, (Record, 1915, pp. 19, 66, 82.)

Began new session on 5 October 1915, with a Social, 50 present. Talk from Laura Gray. Every Tuesday at 7.30 p.m. (Record, 1915, p. 166.)

Annual Report for 1915, by the Church Secretary, Record 1916, p. 55.

Excellent report – membership, 36, average attendance, 24, details of work done, (Record, 1916, p. 55.)

Closed 25 April 1916, tea and closing speeches and reports, then, on following Monday, garments exhibited, to be sent to Congo, India and China. (Record, 1916, p. 81.)
Girl’s Junior Missionary Auxiliary (girls from 10 to 17) begun on 4 November 1916. Met on alternate Saturdays at 2.30 p.m.. Average attendance 32, keen interest. (Record, 1916, p. 178; 1917, p.2.)

‘We are primarily a missionary Auxiliary, occupying most of our time knitting and sewing for our "own" missionaries. At various intervals throughout the session missionaries will be coming along to tell us of their work. We remember our missionaries in prayer each evening, and we now hope to correspond with those on the field so that we shall have up-to-date information about the work they are doing and any special requests for prayer. Our ideal is that each member of the G.A. should be responsible for one or more missionaries so far as upholding them in prayer is concerned.’ (Record, 1946, p. 153.)

With National Service being required of women as well as men during the Second World War and the years immediately following, the organisation was deprived of potential leaders and ceased to exist in the late 1950s.

� Andrew Urquhart’s Annual report 1906, in the Record 1907, p. 55.


� Record 1907, pp. 99, 180.


� Record 1908, pp. 58, 74, 91.


� Record 1909, p. 52.


� Record 1909, pp. 97, 146.








